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The Embodiment of Adjectives in a Lexical Decision Task

Figure 2

Noun/Adjective interaction

•Language embodiment: processing language is based upon actions, 

objects and events (Barsalou, 1999; Gallese, 2008)

•Representation of bodily verbs (e.g., grab, kick) is related to bodily 

actions (e.g., grabbing, kicking) (Hauk et al., 2004; Vukovic et al., 

2019)    

•Representation of bodily nouns (e.g., pen, bag) is related to bodily 

interactions (Marino et al., 2013; Buccino et al., 2018)   

•However, embodiment experiments generally test verbs and nouns 

only

•Our experiment: Will previously presented adjectives (e.g., hot) 

modify RTs to hand-related nouns (e.g., iron)?
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Introduction

Discussion

Method

•Testing the embodiment of adjectives will add to current knowledge of embodiment

•LDT is quite adaptable for online audiences 

•Online research allows one to test a greater, more diverse sample

•Lack of experimental control is a potential issue

Previous in-person results

•Approx. 200 participants will complete a LDT online via link from 

Qualtrics to Pavlovia Software

•Trial N = 180. Negative/non-negative/pseudo adjectives will be 

presented followed by hand-related/non-hand related/pseudo nouns

•Hand response each time 2nd letter string (i.e., hand-related/non-hand 

related/pseudo noun) is a real word

Figure 1

Effect of noun type on RTs
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